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U. S. Attacks Continue
In Iraq
On September 17, large numbers of people
in the Iraqi city of Samarra were reportedly fleeing their town in fear of a massive U.S. military
campaign.
Under the guise of "cleansing the town of
terrorists," U.S. military forces are threatening
to launch an attack in the coming days. Military
officials announced last week that residents must
"expel the terrorists" or face a military raid similar to the massive offensive taking place against
Tal Afar. One year ago, U.S. forces invaded
Samarra, killing more than 300.
Also, on September 14, U.S. forces along
the Euphrates river launched numerous airstrikes
against the town of Haiditha, 140 miles northwest of Baghdad, killing and wounding scores
of Iraqis.
Meanwhile, in the town of Qaim, near the
Syrian border, U.S. warplanes bombed two
houses, killing and wounding civilians. Similar
airstrikes have taken place in Qaim in recent
days.
On September 15, U.S. warplanes also
struck numerous places in the city of Ramadi,
wounding scores of civilians. Fierce fighting
Continued on page 2
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Israel's
“Disengagement”: The
Day After Report
The following statement by Palestinian
Nongovernmental Organizations was printed on
September 8, by the Electronic Intifada. (excerpts)
The Palestinian NGO Network (PNGO)
would like to stress the fact that Israel's unilateral disengagement from the Gaza Strip and
parts of the Northern West Bank, although welcome and long overdue in terms of the implementation of international law, does not constitute an end to Israel's military occupation of
Palestinian land.
It should be noted that only 9,000 Israeli
settlers have been evacuated from Israeli settlements in the Gaza Strip and the Northern West
Bank. Approximately, 420,000 Israeli settlers
remain in settlements in the West Bank, including East Jerusalem. According to international
law, all of these 420,000 settlers (half of them
living in East Jerusalem) are illegal and have
been illegal for the past 38 years. In fact, while
demolishing 2,000 settler houses in the Gaza
Strip, the Israeli government has paved the way
for over 30,000 new settlers to move into newly
constructed settlement units in the West Bank
and East Jerusalem by the end of 2005. Many
of the settlers leaving Gaza will be relocated on
occupied Palestinian lands in violation of international law.
After implementation of the disengagement plan, Israel remains in charge, partially or
completely, of border crossings and thereby
continues to control the movement of people and
goods in and out of Gaza. The Palestinian government has no control over Gazan airspace/
airports, territorial waters/seaports or natural
resources, such as water or gas, and no chance
of overcoming its structural economic dependency on Israel. Palestinian society is segreContinued on page 2
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erupted following the raids in the eastern gate of the city,
near the U.S. military headquarters and in the city center.
Reporters described the city as practically deserted, with
many U.S. helicopters and warplanes hovering overhead.
Doctors in Ramadi hospital made urgent calls for blood donations.
Two days earlier, the U.S. launched repeated airstrikes
against the Iraqi town of Karabila, near the Syrian border.
"American aircraft have struck the city of Karabila more
than 10 times," a local hospital official stated.

gated into separate political, social and economic entities.
Jerusalem is being turned into an isolated island and is being
de facto annexed to Israel in violation of international law.
There is no territorial contiguity, a prerequisite for the creation of an independent and viable Palestinian state, between
the Gaza Strip, the West Bank and East Jerusalem. The Gaza
Strip continues to be one big prison and, along with the West
Bank and East Jerusalem, remains occupied territory under
international law.
Dov Weisglass, senior aide to Israel's prime minister
Ariel Sharon, revealed Israel's true intentions last year when
saying that the disengagement plan "supplies the formaldehyde (a substance that preserves a given condition) that is
necessary so there will not be a political process with the
Palestinians". A few weeks ago, Mr. Weisglass announced
that the US would support Israel's ambition to keep threequarters of its settlers in the West Bank and occupied East
Jerusalem. A letter signed by US President Bush and drafted
by Mr. Weisglass essentially recognizes Israel's hold over
the big Jewish settlement blocs in the West Bank, including
East Jerusalem. All the while, the Israeli government is unrelentingly colonizing the West Bank and its construction of
the Separation and Annexation Wall in and around Jerusalem will force another 50,000 Palestinians outside the city
boundaries.
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