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Anti-Obama Protests Across the
Asia-Pacific
On April 22 during Obama's visit, mass
protests against U.S.-Japan "security cooperation" took place in dozens of locations in Tokyo
and throughout Japan.
Amongst other things, militarization of
Japan is being stimulated by Obama's "Asia
pivot."
Relying on its regional "security agreement"
with Japan, and in direct opposition to the demand of the Japanese people and the Japanese
constitution, the U.S. is calling for Japanese
military engagement outside its borders.
The U.S. is stimulating the revival of Japanese militarism under the auspices of U.S. imperialism by spelling out Japan's military obligations in "the event of a crisis." The U.S. is also
calling for increased U.S.-Japanese cooperation
in "international peacekeeping."
An increasingly militarized Japan is purchasing sophisticated and high-tech weaponry
from U.S. weapons dealers even while U.S.

weapons transfers ensure the U.S. remains "the
pre-eminent military power in the Pacific." The
program of arms exports, through which the
government serves directly as sales representative for U.S. monopoly capital, is not only a
source of fabulous profits for such companies
as Lockheed Martin, Boeing Co and Northrop
Grumman Corp. It is also a means through
which U.S. imperialism strengthens its network
of aggressive alliances and bases.
According to an April 25 White House
Press Release the U.S.-Japan alliance is "upgrading its forces using the latest cutting edge technology. We will be deploying U.S. Air Force
Global Hawk unmanned aircraft rotationally, U.S.
Navy P-8 maritime patrol aircraft, and U.S.
Marine Corps F-35B aircraft. Remaining vigilant against emerging threats, we are also coordinating in bilateral working groups to address
challenges in new domains such as space and
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U.S. National Security State
According to the "March 2014 Update" of
the London-based Bureau of Investigative Journalism, "There were two confirmed drone strikes
in Yemen this month, killing at least four people.
These are the first confirmed U.S. attacks this
year.
"In addition, there were four further, possible U.S. attacks. These six attacks killed 19
people in the space of 11 days. Covert bombings in Yemen have not seen this level of intensity since an international terror alert in July and
August last year spurred the U.S. to launch nine
drone attacks in 15 days, killing at least 31
people."
The Obama administration admits that it
deliberately targets civilians. Individuals are targeted in the so-called "war against international
terrorism" according to their projected moral
sense as estimated by such Executive branch

agencies as the CIA and U.S. Treasury Department. The Obama administration has repeatedly
admitted that it takes religious and political affiliation into consideration when compiling its
"kill lists."
For Your Reference:
While in theory, the constitutional system
in the U.S. limits the powers of the executive to
those enumerated in the Constitution itself, the
very character of the powers granted the U.S.
President – as well as the historical practice of
the government – has led the Executive branch
of government to concentrate in its hands a
power unrestricted by any laws or even the
Constitution itself.
As early as 1799, the Supreme Court, in the
words of Chief Justice Marshall, recognized that
"the president is the sole organ of the nation in
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(continued from page 1)
in the Philippines where Obama is scheduled to visit on April
28th and 29th.

cyberspace."
U.S. bases in Japan, along with those in South Korea,
are considered by U.S. policy-makers as key to U.S.
imperialism's aggressive strategy for projecting U.S. influence and asserting its economic interests throughout the region. Out of 100,000 U.S. troops stationed permanently in
the region, 45,000 are permanently located in Japan.
U.S.-Japan "security cooperation" is clearly opposed by
the masses of Japanese people who also continue to oppose
the stationing of U.S. troops in Okinawa and Japan.
Demonstrators also linked the struggle against such imperialist institutions as the IMF and World Bank with the U.S.Japan military alliance. Many voiced their opposition to plans
for the establishment of a "Trans-Pacific Partnership" (TPP) that
is, the creation of a U.S. dominated regional "free trade" zone.
Protests against Obama and the TPP also took place in
Malaysia, South Korea and the Philippines. More are planned

The peoples of Asia have paid dearly in the past for
U.S. imperialism's thirst for markets and strategic military
outposts. Just since the end of World War II, U.S. imperialism has been responsible for the partitioning of China, launched
direct, open aggression against Korea, waged the genocidal
war against the peoples of Vietnam and Indo-China as well as
carried out, in cooperation with local reactionary and fascist
regimes, many counter-insurgency wars in the Philippines,
in Indonesia and elsewhere.
Today, when there is growing rivalry and competition
amongst the big imperialist powers in Asia and in every corner of the globe, the attempt by the U.S. to assert its influence and maintain large numbers of U.S. troops in the region
is a grave danger to the peoples of Asia and the world.
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its external relations, and its sole representative with foreign
nations." Even from that early date, it has been standard practice for the executive branch to deploy secret personal agents
on foreign missions, to take over the treatymaking authority
of the Senate through the use of "executive agreements" with
foreign nations, and to deploy troops and wage wars without
any declaration from Congress.
In the 20th century and especially during and after WW
II, the terms "Imperial Presidency" and "National Security
State" have regularly been used to indicate the absolute power
of the executive branch in foreign affairs and on the question
of war and peace. With the passage of the National Security
Act in 1947, which established the CIA, the President's National Security Council, the Defense Department and the Joint
Chiefs of Staff (all under presidential authority), the executive branch has concentrated enormous institutional and war
making apparatus to conduct covert operations, gather intelligence and wage war. Just since the end of WW II, the president has committed U.S. troops to combat hundreds of times
(in Korea, Lebanon, Cuba, Vietnam, El Salvador, Nicaragua,
Panama, Dominican Republic, Libya, Iraq, etc., etc.)
To justify this power and its use, the slogans of "national
security" and "national interest" are continually used. In this
way, an attempt is made to equate the interests of the whole
country with the actions and interests of the Executive branch
of government and the class interests upon which it rests.
These slogans are also used to justify shrouding U.S. foreign
policy in secrecy and carrying it out behind the backs of the
American people.

In fact, with the rise of U.S. imperialism, the American
presidents consistently claimed the authority to extend the
prerogatives of the Executive branch of the U.S. government
throughout the world. At the turn of the century, Theodore
Roosevelt declared: "Brutal wrongdoing, or an impotence
which results in a general loosening of the tie of civilized society, may finally require intervention by some civilized nation... in the Western Hemisphere the U.S. cannot ignore this
duty." Similarly, after WW II Harry Truman asserted: "Almighty God expected us to assume the leadership of the world
...I am trying my best to see that this Nation does assume that
leadership."
(excerpted from the pamphlet "For a Modern Definition
of Democracy", first published by the Workers Party, U.S.A.
in 1994)
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